
Making the Most of Your Money
Financial tips for today’s consumer

Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Montana & Wyoming

CCCS Branch 
Locations & 

Phone Numbers:

Billings
1620 Alderson Ave.

 Suite #27
Billings, MT 59102
(406) 656-4370

Bozeman
8645 Huffine, Ste.3 
Bozeman, MT 59718

(406) 582-9273

Butte
800 East Front St. 
Butte, MT 59701
(406) 723-5176

Helena
910 East Lyndale
Helena, MT 59604
(406) 443-1774

Kalispell
690 N. Meridian

Suite 206
Kalispell, MT 59901

(406) 257-4069

Missoula
1515 Fairview Avenue 

Suite 220 
Missoula, MT  59801 

 (406) 543-1188

CCCS Main:
2022 Central Ave.

Great Falls, MT

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Monday-Friday

Call Toll Free:
(877) ASK-CCCS

www.cccsmt.org
__________

Questions or comments? 
Contact Lauri Abeyta at

labeyta@cccsmt.org

Client Newsletter
April 2009

April has been declared Financial Literacy Awareness Month by the United States 
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ /ǊŜŘƛǘ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǝƳŜǎ 
and consumer concerns with a lunch workshop. 

The workshop is called “The Five Things You Need to Know to Manage Your Finances” 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ǝƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ŀŘƧǳǎǝƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǩƴƎ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǝƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
planning session. 

¢ƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴ ōŀƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ мнΥлл ǇƳΦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΥ 

April 23 – Great Falls and Helena
April 24 – Billings
April 27 – Kalispell
April 28 – Bozeman
!ǇǊƛƭ нф ς .ǳǧŜ
April 30 - Missoula

Lǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ мΦуууΦнтрΦнннт ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ 
at www.cccsmt.org.

Financial Literacy Awareness Month

Get your taxes done for free. Free tax preparation 
sites will be open until April 15. Visit 

montanafreefile.org or call 800.823.1223 
for more information.

Kids Corner
Easter Basket Friends

You’ll Need: 
yellow or white paper cups ω	
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊόǇƛƴƪ ƻǊ ƻǊŀƴƎŜύω	
н όнлƳƳύ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŜȅŜǎ ǇŜǊ ŎǳǇ Ǉƛƴƪ ω	
ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǊ ŎǊŀƊ ŦƻŀƳ ŦƻǊ ōǳƴƴȅ ω	
ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎǊŀƊ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛŎƪω	
scissorsω	
glue ω	
staplerω	

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ Ŏǳǘ ǘǿƻ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǾŀƭǎΣ ǘǿƻ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ Ǉƛƴƪ ƻǾŀƭǎΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƴƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
small strips for whiskers.

DƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƎƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƎƎƭŜ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǿƘƛǎƪŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ DƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜǎ ǎǝŎƪ 
ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŦŜŜǘΦ Cƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŭƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎΗ



5ƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŀȄŜǎΚ hǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘΚ hƘΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ
 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΣ ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ !ǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ пу҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ рн҈ ƛƴ нллсΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
WǳƳǇϷǘŀǊǘ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴϥǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻƴ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΦ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ŦŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǧŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ср҈ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ нллуΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪΚ Lǘ 
ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳƻƴŜȅπƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Řƻƴϥǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƻƊŜƴ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭǎΦ 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΣ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ мл ƳƻƴŜȅπƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΥ
 
Balance a checkbook 
hŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ пр҈ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ нр҈ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƊŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΦ !ōƻǳǘ ол҈ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪΦ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƧƻōΣ ƛǘϥǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΣ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ aƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǎƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘπŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ 
ƭƻǿŜǊ ƻǾŜǊŘǊŀƊ ŦŜŜǎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ŀ ŬƴƛǘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀǇΣ ŘŜōƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ 
cards.
 
Budget money 
aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƘŀŘ ǇŀƛŘ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ōƛƭƭ ƭŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƻ ǇŀȅΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
Ǉǳǘ ƻũ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌŀƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ {ǘŀǊǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀȅŎƘŜŎƪǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘϥǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛtƻŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƅƻǿǎΣ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎΦ !ƊŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴΣ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
budget. 
 
Establish credit 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭƻŀƴǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǘ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀƊŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘǿƻπǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ уо҈ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘϥǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 
owing thousands more.
¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻƻ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŬƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ 

LŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
{ƻƳŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ǎƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ 
ƭƻŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ мм҈ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘϥǎ hY ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ōǳȅ ǎŀƭŜπǇǊƛŎŜŘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
 
Deal with debt 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŘŜōǘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǇƛȊȊŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜŜǊ ƻǊ ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΣ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 
ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ϷмΣллл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΦ 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŘŜōǘΦ Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ϷпΣллл ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻũ ŀ ϷоΣллл ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ му҈ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛŦ ŀ 
debtor paid only the minimum.
 
tŀȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ 
hŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎΦ 
! ƳŜǊŜ оф҈ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ǘŀȄŀōƭŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀȅŎƘŜŎƪΣ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳōΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƎƻŜǎΦ ¢ƻ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǎŀƭŀǊȅΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ нр҈ ǊǳƭŜΥ мл҈ ŦƻǊ 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ мл҈ ŦƻǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ р҈ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘϥǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŬƭŜ ŀ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ Řƻƴϥǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ²πнǎ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
 
Consider all costs 
CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜŜƴǎΣ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ŦŜǿ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƊŜƴ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΣ Ǝŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅϥǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǝǊŜǎΦ aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǎΦ 

{ŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
¢ŜŜƴǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ул҈ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀŎƪŜŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ сл҈ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ hƴƭȅ т҈ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǇŜƴ wƻǘƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ 

10 vital money lessons for teens


