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CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELING SERVICE HOSTS PLAINS TALK

PUBLIC FORUM FOR RURAL INITIATIVES

GREAT FALLS, MT: Thirty-two people attended a “Plains Talk” public forum hosted by
Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Montana at the C.M. Russell Museum on June 14
and 15. Plains Talk is part of a multi-year project to build community and develop policy

initiatives for sustainable long-term economic independence in the Northern Plains.

"Plains Talk helped focus the attention of many partners on strategies for making our region
prosper. This dialogue reinforced resolve and opened possibilities for working together in
new ways. | look for good things to come from the process," said Cascade County

Commissioner Peggy Beltrone.

Plains Talk uses the World Café model, a communications forum that promotes collaborative
dialogue through small group discussions. Organizations, groups and communities
worldwide use World Café to stimulate innovative thinking. Potential partners include

nearly 150 organizations and individuals from across the Northern Plains region. The area
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includes 115 counties in Montana, western North and South Dakota and northern Wyoming
with limited economic development and low population density. CCCS plans additional

Plains Talk forums in Casper, WY; Rapid City, SD; Dickenson, ND; and Billings.

“Plains Talk allows us to bring together partners to create a unified vision for the Northern

Plains,” said CCCS President Tom Jacobson.

CCCS received news of a W. K. Kellogg Foundation grant to help fund the project at their
volunteer banquet June 2. Shannon Augare, CCCS Director of Asset Development thanked
U.S. Senate Max Baucus and the Kellogg Foundation for their continued support and
commitment to programs to assist low and moderate income citizens in increasing their

personal wealth.

“With leaders like Senator Baucus consistently fighting for cutting-edge research and
development and the Kellogg Foundation providing funding and expertise, we are confident
that we and our partners will improve the quality of life for Montanans and people

throughout the Northern Plains region,” said Augare.

For more information about this project and the “Plains Talk” public forums, please contact

CCCS Asset Development at 406-761-8721 or toll free at 1-877-275-2227.
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